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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHE MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS anp ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies .20 
History .40 


Now Ready! 


Pocket-size edition 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


compiled from the series of articles 
printed in the MEGIDDO MESSAGE, Aug. 
24—-Nov. 2, 1957 


To the King—Jesus—the subject was 
vital: 


e The “Kingdom of God” occurs 
over 100 times in the four Gospels 


@ Jesus taught his disciples to pray 
for the Kingdom to come 


@ He preached the Kingdom mes- 
sage throughout every city and 
village 


To Christians today the subject is 
equally as vital: 


@ They are pressing into it 
@ They are proselyting for it 
@ They are prevailing because of it 


What are you doing for the Kingdom 
cause? 


This book will help you inform 
your friends, neighbors, relatives 


@ When the Kingdom will come 
® How it will come 


@ Who can participate 


One copy ae 
One dozen copies 1.00 
ng hi'y ates xelkeack & 5.00 


What Does the Bible 


Mean to You? 


You will find this eight-page leaflet a 
convenient way to create opportunities to 
discuss the truth on various Bible subjects. 
It contains brief and pithy answers to 15 
Biblical questions, some of which are: 


What is man’s nature? 

Is heaven to be our future home? 

Will Jesus return to earth? 

Is there a place of torment for the wicked? 
Who or what is the devil? 

Shall earth be destroyed? 

As a representative of true Bible teach- 


ings you cannot afford to be without these 
tracts. Send for a supply today. 


Price per 100 50 cents. 





“Like Their Teacher” 


Dear Sister: 

Of all the faithful men and women who 
won God’s favor, Christ Jesus stands out 
as the greatest. Under perfect instruction 
from Jesus all but one of the apostles be- 
came like their teacher. The one exception 
misappraised the value of material gain and 
later confessed that his foolish evaluation 
was a mistake, by throwing the betrayal 
money into the temple and retiring to com- 
mit suicide (Matt. 27:3). All the others 
proved to be men of appreciation in every 
sense of the word. They suffered much for 
the truth and for the sake of the good news, 
but did tribulation stifle their gratitude? 
When the Jewish supreme court flogged the 
apostles and released them under the charge 
to give up their preaching, did they reap- 
praise their privilege downward? Acts 5: 
41, 42 gives the answer: “These, therefore, 
went their way from before the Sanhedrin, 
rejoicing because they had been counted 
worthy to be dishonored in behalf of his 
name. And every day in the temple and 
from house to house they continued without 
letup teaching and declaring the good news 
about the Christ, Jesus.” The apostles had 
real appreciation. They did not over-value 
self, nor money, nor pleasure. They had 
gratitude for God, for Christ, for the value 
of real godly devotion, and they proved true 
to the power of the gospel. To these ex- 
amples we may always turn with profit. 

St. Louis, Mo. R. M. S. 


Harvest 


Dear Brother: 

With great pleasure and Christian love, I 
will answer your kind letter. Harvest is 
being gathered. There will be good potatoes 
and bad potatoes. There will be nice white 
cotton, and there will be black storm cotton. 
There will be good and bad of all things. 
The good will be preserved and stored away, 
but that which is spoiled and no good will 
be disposed of; so it will be in the end of 
the great spiritual harvest. The tares and 
the chaff shall be cut and separated out 
from among the wheat, the goats from the 
sheep. 

It is not the will of the great Husband- 
man that any of the fruit of His vineyard 
should spoil and corrupt, but it is the dis- 
obedience of the unfaithful trees that bring 
on this corruption. They are letting them- 
selves be tossed about by every wind of 
doctrine, allowing the poison sap of un- 
belief to seep into their hearts and their 
conversation is corrupted by the sour soil 
of ungodliness. These, therefore, shall not 
be the grapes of promise but the grapes of 
wrath. So may we have a greater desire to 
be a tall righteous tree in the garden of 
the Lord. 


Hartsville, S. C. H. L. 8. 
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Are We Daily Climbing to Higher Ground? 


IGHER GROUND,” is the title of a familiar hymn 
which expresses the basic theme of the Christian 
life—constant progress, increase, development, 

growth above and beyond oneself. The desire for the 

higher life may come perhaps on a Sunday morning when 
we hear God’s wonderful promises reiterated to us, but 
it is our daily actions that show if we are really climbing. 

Our intercourse with the world in the common affairs of 

life will show if we are really climbing the Hill of Perfec- 

tion; our conduct then will demonstrate if we no longer 
want the things of the flesh, if we are earnestly climbing 
to reach higher ground. 

The world would lead us into low places, but the great 
God would lead us to an exalted life. But how few there 
are who want anything better than their low estate, how 
few want to live above the flesh, above themselves. Man 
instinctively makes the easy choice; self-improvement 
never comes easy. The Psalmist, evaluating man, said: 
“Man, at his best estate, is altogether vanity.” A man 
may have great wealth, he may be a great scholar, a great 
speaker, a great scientist, a great industrialist. But he is 
nothing more than dust in God’s sight unless he is striv- 
ing to overcome evil with good, unless he is learning to 
wholly rule self. God looks only at the hearts of men. 

When Jesse’s sons were brought before Samuel to see 
who should be king, the Lord said to him: “The Lord 
seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” God looks 
to see if that person is of the right material for His pur- 
pose, to see if the essential qualities are there, the soil in 
which the seed of truth can grow. So it is a serious thing 
to sing: 


“My heart has no desire to stay 

Where doubts arise and fears dismay; 
Though some may dwell where these abound, 
My prayer, my aim, is higher ground.” 


Do we really want to live above the world? We may 
want to live above the world in some things, but do we 
want to live above the world in all things? Do we con- 
demn the world’s vices, their extreme thirst for pleasure, 
their grosser sins and iniquities, and at the same time 
condone milder forms of the same sins in ourselves? If 
daily climbing to higher ground we must strive to live 
above this world of the ungodly in all things. 

Do we have our sights set to scale the utmost heights? 
Is eternal life our aim? or do we say to ourselves, “per- 
fection of character is not within the scope of my pos- 
sibilities. The accomplishment is too great, I just don’t 
have the moral strength to crucify the flesh with all its 
affections and lusts.” Such an attitude is fatal, no such 
sluggard will ever be able to scale the utmost height, or 
catch a gleam of glory bright. 

A young man had just completed an engineering course 
in a technical college. He applied for a job at an industrial 
organization. The first questions he asked were: “How 
much do you pay? how many weeks vacation with pay do 
I get? and when do I retire?” You would say at once that 
a young man with such an attitude would never reach the 


presidency of his organization, neither will a laggard in 
the spiritual life ever scale the utmost height. It takes 
strength and determination and daily climbing to reach 
the Pinnacle of Perfection. 

Can we say every night that we have gained some vic- 
tory over the natural mind and taken a step forward to- 
ward higher ground? God only asks that we continually 
move upward. He does not ask or expect us in our mortal 
state to reach higher ground all in one big jump. We must 
grow; it is a gradual development. 

In Eph. 2: 20, 21, Paul pictures growth into holiness 
using the simile of the building of a masonry wall: “And 
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone. In 
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto 
a holy temple in the Lord.” God wants us to grow into a 
holy temple in the Lord. He wants us to advance, to keep 
moving onward and upward. God will be with us if we 
really want to live above the world. If we desire some- 
thing more satisfying than the leeks and onions of Egypt, 
want no more to be feeding on the husks the world are 
satisfied with, He then will help and aid. 


An Essay on Climbing 


Our Scripture lesson, Philippians 3, might well be 
called an essay by the great Apostle Paul on climbing to 
higher ground. First he gives the historical background 
of his life before entering the Christian Way. He reveals 
the worthlessness of all the endeavors of his former life, 
superior though it was from a human standpoint. He ad- 
mits his new life has been and is a life of struggle, but 
he is unbounded in his determination to live it victor- 
iously. 

REJOICE. Paul begins the chapter with the words: 
“Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the 
same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for 
you it is safe.” Oh, rejoice in the Lord, in view of the 
magnificent reward promised. If you live on Grumble 
Street or Blue Avenue, you will never grow into holiness. 
There is a wonderful future for us if faithful, and that 
will cause us to rejoice. The rejoicing of the brethren at 
Philippi was in anticipation of the glory that was to be 
given at the end of the race. 

We read that at one time Paul and Silas were in the 
prison cell with their feet in the stocks, and at midnight 
they were heard singing and rejoicing. You would not like 
to be in a prison cell, and prisons in those days were much 
worse than they are now. It was an unpleasant place in 
which to be. They did not rejoice because they were in 
the prison cell but because they were serving the Lord, 
because of the glory ahead. If you were suffering with a 
cancer—a cancer is a terrible affliction—and you knew 
of a doctor who could help you, could remove it, and you 
were absolutely convinced that in the end there would be 
a cure, you would so rejoice in anticipation of the re- 
covery, that you would pass through it without being un- 
duly grieved. Now here is the Great Physician. He will 
cure us of all our spiritual maladies now—those hurt feel- 
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ings, the envy, jealousy, and pride. And though the ther- 
apy may be unpleasant, let us endure it with joyfulness 
in hope of the glory ahead. Hence, Paul could say: “Final- 
ly, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same 
things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you 
it is safe.” What a reward we will get if we reach this 
higher ground! 

BEWARE OF UNWHOLESOME INFLUENCES. In the second 
verse Paul gives advice that should be carefully heeded 
by every one who would reach higher ground. “Beware of 
dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.” 
When Paul said “beware of dogs,” he had no reference 
to literal dogs, but dogs with two feet. It is those who 
would bite and devour, who would lead us astray. If we 
are teaching false doctrines, if we are leading anyone in 
by and forbidden paths, we are one of those dogs. 

Some people are more influential than others, and some 
are more easily influenced than others. Often it is more 
difficult to resist an evil influence than it is to react pos- 
itively to a good influence. Hence Paul’s warning, “Be- 
ware of dogs, beware of evil workers.” Dogs, literally 
speaking, bite and devour, and evil men devour in a fig- 
urative sense. In Paul’s day there were men like Alex- 
ander the coppersmith who did much evil by greatly with- 
standing the truths he was teaching, and today there are 
men and women who will exert an evil influence if we let 
them. So let us beware. Our salvation lies in watchfulness. 

BE CIRCUMCISED AT HEART. Then Paul adds: “beware 
of the concision,” that is, those who believed in literal 
circumcision. Some of the newer versions translate it the 
“circumcision party.” There were many Jews in Paul’s 
time who held tenaciously to the Mosaic Law, and their 
teachings had gained some foothold among the Gentiles. 
It was this school of thought that Paul was warning the 
Philippians against. Then he projects a circumcision to 
which every one who reaches higher ground must submit. 
“For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the 
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence 
in the flesh.” No confidence in the flesh, no confidence in 
the promptings of the natural mind, our own or anyone 
else’s. That is one of the first steps in the making of a 
Christian, to learn to have no confidence in the flesh. Peo- 
ple have confidence in their preacher, and think he is 
right anyway. They have confidence in some man or 
woman with whom they are closely associated. It is so 
difficult to get them to cease having confidence in man and 
come to this Bible alone. The first step in acquiring truth 
is to lose confidence in the flesh, and come to the Bible 
alone. 

Referring again to this spiritual circumcision Paul 
gives a clear-cut definition of the term in Rom. 2: 28, 29, 
“For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the 
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence 
in the flesh.” What circumcision? Paul once believed in 
literal circumcision, but he gave all that up. “For he is 
not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that cir- 
cumcision, which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew, 
which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise 
is not of men, but of God.” Once the heart is truly cir- 
cumcised, its possessor will not be seeking honor from 
men, but from God. If you are seeking the praise of men, 
if you like to be honored by this one and that one, and 
it tickles your ear to hear someone tell something good 


about you—but it does not please you when they speak 
of your faults—be sure you are not on the way to the 
Kingdom, you are not climbing to higher ground. 

Do not seek the praise of poor, dying humanity, but 
strive to be the man or woman circumcised at heart. That 
is what it is to let truth reach the thoughts and intents 
of the heart. When we cease wanting the praise of our 
fellow men, get to where you are seeking honor from 
God only, and have no confidence in the flesh, we can 
climb the hill rapidly and make much progress toward 
higher ground. 

THE ESSAYIST’S REMINISCENCE. Paul continues in Phil. 
3:4, “Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. 
If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might 
trust in the flesh, I more: circumcised the eighth day.” 
Why, says Paul, I could have trusted in the flesh. He had 
experienced literal circumcision. He was of the stock of 
Israel, that old line, the natural descendants of Abraham; 
so he said, I could have had confidence in the flesh, but 
I gave it all up for Christ. I was “of the stock of Israel, 
a Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Phari- 
see.” 

He said, I once believed that salvation came by com- 
pliance with that old Mosaic Law which I now know is 
done away. “Concerning zeal, persecuting the church: 
touching the righteousness which is in the law, blame- 
less.”” Paul said, You can look back on my former life and 
find my character was blameless. He was a talented, in- 
telligent man, schooled in the Mosaic Law. He had con- 
fidence in that old system that he once believed in, but 
he now counted that all loss to win Christ. It would never 
elevate him to higher ground. “But what things were 
gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.” He realized 
there was no virtue in his former way of life. He could 
not have any confidence in what he once was, he had to 
learn to be a new creature. 

CLIMBING DEMANDS SACRIFICE. “Yea, doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse that 
I may win Christ.” He wanted to win that great glory. 
He was willing to surrender all to win Christ. He wanted 
to sit with Christ on His throne in that coming day. He 
counted the things of the world as loss, recognizing his 
own righteousness as worthless. He thought he was right 
when he was keeping the Mosaic Law, the Ten Command- 
ments, but they were only an outward form and did not 
reach to the thoughts and intents of the heart. Therefore 
he says, I willingly counted it loss, that I might “be found 
in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith” (verse 9). He 
thought he was righteous when keeping the Ten Com- 
mandments. This was his old righteousness. 

The Mosaic Law could not give eternal life any more 
than our national law can. It condemned only the outward 
act, but the law of faith condemns our thoughts of evil 
and the wicked intents of our heart. “And be found in 
him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith.” And this law of 
faith has works, as James informs us in James 2: 18, 
“Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: 
show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show 
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thee my faith by my works.” The Mosaic arrangement 
specified literal circumcision, but the law of faith de- 
mands the real thing, the things the literal circumcision 
typified, the cutting off of the flesh. 

THE PURPOSE OF CLIMBING. Paul continues in verse 10, 
“That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conform- 
able unto his death.” That, says Paul, is what I am striv- 
ing for. He knew he would sleep. He knew that between 
death and the resurrection there would be a long wait in 
the grave in absolute unconsciousness. He wanted to be 
worthy of a resurrection and of the change from mor- 
tality to immortality. “If by any means I might attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead.” Paul wanted a res- 
urrection from the dead. He did not want to molder in the 
tomb for ever, he wanted to awake and become somebody, 
he wanted to gain a life unending. 

Paul realized his former manner of life had not been 
right, and now he was striving to correct his evil past if 
by any means he might attain unto the resurrection from 
the dead. And that must be our thought, to so live that 
we will be worthy to have that change to immortality 
whether we wake or sleep. 

THE ESSAYIST’S APOLOGY. Paul was honest enough to 
admit his own position in the Christian journey. He was 
still climbing, he had not yet reached the higher ground. 
He said, “Not as though I had already attained, either 
were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may ap- 
prehend that for which I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus.” He did not claim he was ready for the prize, he 
did not claim that he was at the top of the hill. He said, 
I am following after. He was fighting, climbing, fighting 
a good warfare against the evils and emotions of his nat- 
ural mind. 

Then in the following verse he repeats what he had 
just said, only in different words: “Brethren, I count not 
myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, for- 
getting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before,” he blotted out 
the past with all its worldly glory, its earthly pleasures, 
its passing fame. He blotted that all out, and he says, “I 
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.” Paul was a one idea man. This “one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.” He was straining every nerve, every 
muscle and sinew in his body was tense, and his mind was 
completely taken up with gaining the prize that the 
Christ-life offered. He was filled with enthusiasm, filled 
with determination, an eager soul storming his way into 
the Kingdom, daily forcing his way up to higher ground. 

Weymouth’s translation of Phil. 3:12, 18 is worded a 
little differently, but the sentiment is the same. “I do not 
say that I have already won the race, or have already 
reached perfection. But I am pressing on, striving to lay 
hold of that for which I was also laid hold of by Christ 
Jesus. Brethren, I do not imagine that I have yet laid 
hold on it. But this one thing I do—forgetting everything 
which is past, and stretching forward to that which lies 
in front of me, with my eyes fixed on the goal, I push on 
to secure the prize of God’s heavenward call in Christ 
Jesus.” He stretched forward, and pushed on. He had his 
eye fixed on the prize, and that is what we must do. If we 


would rise to the moral heights of perfection of character, 
and at last be elevated to the plane of the immortals in 
the world to come, we too must forget everything that 
is past, and “stretch forward” to that which lies in front 
of us, and “push on to secure the prize of God’s heaven- 
ward call.” 

Dr. Moffatt’s translation renders these verses, “Not 
that I have already attained this or am already perfect, 
but I press forward to appropriate it, because I have 
been appropriated myself to Christ Jesus. Brothers, I 
for one do not consider myself to have appropriated this; 
my one thought is, by forgetting what lies behind me and 
straining to what lies before me, to press on to the goal 
for the prize of God’s high call in Christ Jesus. Copy me, 
brothers, one and all of you, and notice those who live by 
the example you get from me.” 

Goodspeed translates it: “Not that I have secured it 
yet, or already reached perfection, but I am pressing on 
to see if I can capture it, because I have been captured by 
Christ Jesus.” Can we say we have been captured by the 
sublime hope of living for ever? Is it our meat and drink 
to do the will of God? Would we gladly give time, effort, 
money, to secure a place in that glorious world to come? 
If not, we have not been captured by Christ, we still are 
the wild, untamed creature, living a life after our own 
pattern. If not fully captured by God’s glorious promises, 
our attitude will be, “Some of self and some of Thee.” 
Once we are fully captured, our daily prayer will be: 
“None self, and all of Thee.” 

Then Paul continues, speaking of the great boon that 
could be his: “Brothers, I do not consider that I have cap- 
tured it yet, only, forgetting what is behind me, and 
straining toward what lies ahead, I am pressing toward 
the goal, for the prize which God through Christ Jesus 
calls me upward.” Paul said, God through Christ Jesus 
calls me upward, calls me to higher ground, and I am 
pressing there. Paul had to press toward higher ground, 
and so must we. Christ has called us to higher ground 
and so must we press. If we do not keep our eye on the 
prize we will never gain it. It was for the joy set before 
Jesus that He could endure the cross, it was for the joy 
set before Paul that he pressed toward the goal, and it 
can be no different with us. 

In the four translations of Phil. 3: 12, 18, that we have 
noted, the terms “apprehended,” “laid hold of,” “appropri- 
ated,” and “captured,” have been employed. These are so 
many terms to express the potency of the power of the 
gospel. Once it really takes hold of a man it will so grip 
him that his life can never be the same again. 

Climbing to higher ground will take effort. It will take 
honest, prayerful, effort, and a determination never to 
give up, never to grow weary in well doing. Hence our 
constant plea should be: 


“Lord, lift me up, and I shall stand 

By faith on Zion’s table land; 

A higher plane than I have found, 
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.” 





It is always better to improve what you already have 
than to wish for what you have not. 


It may be all right to be contented with what we pos- 
sess, but never with what we are. 
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CALEB— God's Mountaineer 


ALEB was the Greatheart of the Old Testament, 

whose robust faith has stimulated believers for four 
millenniums. He was a man who never ceased growing. 
Passing years, instead of witnessing a gradual eclipse, 
only served to increase his stature. He demonstrated the 
exhilarating truths that life can be on a constantly as- 
cending plane, that it is possible for the greatest achieve- 
ment of life to take place in old age, and that there is no 
fixed retiring age in the divine service. At every stage 
of life he merits our emulation, in no respect does he 
disappoint us. The open secret of his godly, consistent, 
growing life is enshrined in five simple words which can 
be as true of us as they were of him, “He wholly followed 
the Lord.” 

He appears on the stage of Israel’s history as a com- 
paratively young man. Nothing is recorded of his youth, 
but his subsequent record gives an adequate insight into 
his character as a young man. We are told little of the 
thirty years of our Lord’s obscurity, but the following 
three years of ministry tell us all we need to know of 
His earthly life. The crisis does not create but always 
reveals the man. Until the crisis of shipwreck, Paul was 
merely “one of certain prisoners,” but he then became 
the undisputed master of the situation. The choice of 
Caleb, a ruler in Judah, as one of the twelve spies indi- 
cated the esteem in which he was held by leader and 
people. 

Two qualities stand out conspicuously: first, he showed 
undaunted courage. Moral courage is greater and rarer 
than physical courage, but Caleb demonstrated both in 
the crisis at Kadesh. His moral courage shone out as he 
stood almost alone against the growing tide of popular 
opinion. This is one of the most difficult tests, for youth 
craves popularity. It is difficult to pursue a course when 
everyone is going the opposite way. Not everyone is will- 
ing to sponsor a minority cause. It is all too easy to main- 
tain a guilty silence in an adverse theological climate. It 
took no small degree of physical courage to persist in his 
attitude of faith when the stones began to fly, but he 
refused to be intimidated and to bow to the wish of the 
majority. 

Then his was a robust and unwavering faith, a quality 
that ranks high in the divine scale of values. And his faith 
was the more remarkable because it flourished amid the 
miasmas of the unbelief rising from the majority report 
of the spies. 

“The people be strong . . . the cities are walled, and 
very great: ... we saw the giants, ... we were in our 
own sight as grasshoppers. . . . We be not able to go up 
against the people; for they are stronger than we... . 
A land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the 
people that we saw in it are men of a great stature” 
(Num. 13: 28—33). 

Into this chilling atmosphere of despair and unbelief, 
Caleb injects a spirit of undaunted faith. “Let us go up at 
once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome 
it... the Lord... will bring us into this land, . . . neither 
fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: 
their defense is departed from them, and the Lord is with 
us: fear them not” (Num. 13:30; 14:9). Are we mani- 
festing this unwavering faith in our work for God, or 


are we succumbing to the depressing and discouraging 
influences around us? 

What a magnificent blending of faith and courage Caleb 
displayed! Were there fearsome giants? They were bread 
to them. As one writer put it, the bigger the giant, the 
bigger the loaf. Caleb and Joshua, the minority of faith, 
had seen all the ten had seen. Nor had they minimized the 
greatness of the task. The difference between them and 
the ten lay in the fact that, while the ten had measured 
the strength of the giants against their own grasshopper 
strength, the two had matched it against the omnipotence 
of God. Faith gives a true perspective. The ten urged, 
“Let us go back to Egypt.” How soon they had forgotten 
the taskmaster’s lash. But for Caleb there was no turn- 
ing back. As we face our own particular giants and walled 
cities in the realm of Christian apathy, are we emulating 
the ten or the two? 


The Testings of Middle Life 


Many who have soared like rockets in youth have de- 
scended like stocks before the testings of middle life. 
True, these are not so volcanic as those of youth, but they 
are much more subtle. Instead of transmuting the vanish- 
ing enthusiasms of youth into a worthy life purpose, we 
become anemic and insipid. There comes a loss of spiritual 
fervor, a waning of personal devotion, the feeling that 
one has now earned the right to ease up on self-denial 
and to indulge one’s self a little, to yield to softening 
ease and settle down. With the fixing of life tendencies 
and habits, disillusionment, criticism, and sometimes cyn- 
icism become the pattern of life in greater or lesser de- 
gree. There comes an unconscious deterioration of moral 
and spiritual fiber. 

Caleb satisfactorily passed the test of youth, but how 
does he fare in the long-drawn-out tests of middle life? 
His was a singularly hard and embittering lot. Despite his 
own faith and courage, he was doomed to suffer a life of 
frustration and disappointment for forty years because 
of the unbelief of his contemporaries. Unbelief always 
affects others, and infects them, too, for it is very conta- 
gious. Doomed to aimless wandering at an age when his 
powers were at their zenith, he could easily have become 
petulant and disgruntled. But he successfully resisted 
the surrounding influences and survived the long-sus- 
tained test without losing moral or spiritual stature. He 
soared with wings as an eagle in youth, and he mastered 
the art of running without wearying, stabilized by the 
vitality of his faith. But could he walk without fainting? 

Caleb provides us with a glorious conception of the 
possibilities of old age. His supreme opportunity pre- 
sented itself when he was eighty-five years. To him it was 
not petering out but pressing on to new achievement; not 
descending the mountain but attacking a higher peak; not 
senility and sterility but adventure and achievement. His 
life moved steadily forward not to termination but to con- 
summation. His last years were his best. He towers above 
his contemporaries at every stage. In his youth he stood 
alone. In old age he climbs alone. After forty-five years 
of waiting for the fulfillment of the divine promise, he 
has lost none of his aggressive faith, none of his drive. 
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He was physically virile (Josh. 14:11). “Even so is 
my strength now for war, .. .” Hear this man of eighty- 
five who should have been drawing on his soft slippers 
talking about binding on his shoes of iron so that he can 
ascend the mountain and rout the giants! 

He was spiritually adventurous (14: 12). “Give me this 
mountain,” he demanded. Which mountain? The one 
where dwelt the fearsome and invincible giants, of course. 
The mountain that, forty-five years ago, the unhurrying 
Lord had promised to Caleb and his seed. Still effervescent 
with youth, he tackles his greatest task and achieves his 
greatest victory. His was not careless recklessness but 
calculating faith. He cherished a godly ambition and 
would be satisfied with nothing less than the complete ful- 
fillment of the divine promise. 


No Risk, No Faith 


“Give me this mountain” is a grand watchword for us 
as well as for the aging Christian. Are we losing our spirit 
of aggression, becoming hesitant to risk a step of faith 
for God? Where there is no risk, there is no faith. Do we 
shrink inwardly from the rigors of the battle? Perhaps 
what we need is to remove our slippers, don the shoes of 
iron, and ask the Lord for some forbidding mountain to 
conquer in His name. We can take courage from Caleb. 
The best lies yet ahead. 

Perhaps the crowning feature of Caleb’s achievement 
was that, upon their entrance to the promised land, he 
alone succeeded in wholly expelling the enemy from his 
territory. “Caleb drove thence the three sons of Anak,” 
the record runs. Concerning the others among whom 
Canaan was divided there runs the melancholy refrain: 

“They ... did not utterly drive them out.” 

Two reasons were given for their failure to dispossess 
their enemies. First, sheer inability. “They could not 
drive out the inhabitants.” Their lack of faith resulted 
in lack of power. Second, indolence. “How long are ye 
slack to go to possess the land?” chided Joshua. 


Caleb’s Five-Word Secret 


Why did the aged Caleb prevail where the youthful 
Israelites were frustrated? Here is his five-word secret, 
“He wholly followed the Lord.” The importance of this 
secret is emphasized by the number of times it is repeated 
in the record. Caleb with an approving conscience was 
able to assert it of himself: “I wholly followed the Lord” 
(Josh. 14:8). This was not boasting but sober statement 
of fact. Moses, his revered leader, who had every oppor- 
tunity of appraising his character and attitude asserted, 
“Thou hast wholly followed the Lord” (Josh, 14:9). But 
the most striking testimony comes from God Himself, 
“My servant Caleb, ... hath followed me fully” (Num. 
14: 24). Caleb completely dispossessed his enemies, giants 
and all, because he wholly followed the Lord. With him 
there were no divided loyalties. There was a steady obedi- 
ence to light received, and uncomplaining acceptance of 
the Divine Will as he learned it; no murmuring at the un- 
fairness of his lot. To him the will of God was good, ac- 
ceptable, perfect. God moved very slowly, but Caleb was 
content to wait God’s time. 


The One-Word Cause 


Caleb wholly followed the Lord. Why? What was it that 
inspired such close, precise, constant pursual of the Lord’s 


leading? The entire catalog of his virtuous life was the 
simple result of absolute belief in the word of the Lord. 
God had promised to lead Israel to a goodly land flowing 
with milk and honey. Caleb believed. He recognized Ca- 
naan as conforming to the description. The problem of 
conquest was not his to solve. That belonged to the miracle- 
working God who had made a way through the sea and 
then swallowed up their enemies in its depths. It was be- 
lief in this Supreme Power that enabled him to say, “We 
are well able to possess the land.” At once his belief 
was rewarded with personal promise of private inherit- 
ance of that very land where dwelt the sons of Anak. 
Again he believed. Following the Lord’s leading was the 
natural result. The long intervening years neither altered 
nor cancelled the promise. 

Where are the Calebs today? Where are the men who 
believe the promise of the Lord despite the stones of the 
multitudes? Where are the men whose belief is not dimin- 
ished by ten—twenty—thirty—forty years in the “great 
and terrible wilderness”? 

“According to your belief be it unto you.” 





Saving Our Face 


HE word “face” has many meanings, most of them 

familiar. Among these innocent-looking definitions 
we find, “outward appearance; show.” As innocent in ap- 
pearance as a definition can be, yet packed with deeper 
meaning, for it opens the door to one of the largest, most 
devious and most traveled corridors of the labyrinth 
which we call human nature. 

In the Orient, “face” has come to have a special signif- 
icance of reputation, prestige, dignity or self-respect with 
the idiomatic inference that these things are unearned 
and artificially maintained. In this sense the word has 
come into the common language of the Western world. In 
the Chinese social system, we are assured that the most 
important thing in the world is to “save one’s face”: 
nothing else matters. Even the multitudinous wars which 
have scourged that unhappy nation are settled in such a 
way as to permit all the officials involved to save their 
faces or dignities. For a servant or employe, losing face 
is worse than losing his job. In Japan, loss of face is taken 
so seriously that suicide is a common way out. 

The absurd lengths to which this may be carried amuses 
us, perhaps. Yet our Oriental neighbors have no monop- 
oly on “face saving’—far from it. We all do it. In a 
thousand petty ways this petty vice shows itself in our 
everyday life. Not only before others do we attempt to 
appear what we are not, but even more, we “parade our- 
selves before ourselves,” always to our own advantage. 
For instance, we contract a cold. To admit that we might 
have been careless is damaging to our ego; we lose face 
with ourselves. So we console ourselves with the thought 
that there is an epidemic of colds just now, everybody 
else has one, and it couldn’t be avoided. 

We have a bad year in business, and are much soothed 
when we hear that our competitor has also done badly. It 
flatters our vanity and allays the suspicion that he might 
be a better business man than we. And even should he ap- 
pear to be prospering, we tell ourselves that things are not 
what they seem—very likely he is deeply in debt and run- 
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ning on credit, while what we have is at least paid for. 

If we chance to drive an oldish car, we assure inquirers 
that it is a 1955 model, but one of the very latest 1955’s, 
in fact, so late as to be almost a 1956. Just why this 
weakness should be so common is one of the mysteries, 
but it exists and is another form of face-saving, salve for 
chafed vanity. 

In our spiritual affairs this tendency is even more evi- 
dent and much more serious. When detected in a trans- 
gression, the accusing finger automatically goes out to- 
ward others, not for their good so much as to deflect at- 
tention from the soil on our own face. And when reproved 
and reasoned with for our faults, although we may know 
very well we are in the wrong, we surrender gradually, re- 
treating from point to point, contesting the ground as we 
go, as if there were something craven or weak in frankly 
and freely acknowledging our guilt at the beginning and 
proceeding to get right. I have done it—you have done it 
—we have all done it, more times than we like to admit; 
there is no use to deny it. It isn’t smart; it only reveals us 
in all our childishness and ignorance and cheapness. Let 
us never do it again. 

Perhaps the reason underlying all this face-saving, al- 
though we may not be aware of it, is a definite suspicion 
that we don’t amount to much after all. It has been said 
that many men think they have an inferiority complex, 
when as a matter of fact they are just inferior. Suspect- 
ing our own inferiority and inadequacy, we cast about 
desperately to find some point of superiority, real or im- 
aginary, which is cherished and magnified to the last de- 
gree. Failing that, we try to pull others down to our own 
level, or shift the blame to intangibles. Never does a man 
grasp at a straw so frantically as when he knows he is 
drowning; and never do we justify ourselves or blame 
others or plead mitigating circumstances so vehemently 
as when we know we have blundered or gone astray. Any- 
thing—everything to bolster our battered ego and make 
us something in our own sight; to be at least as good as 
the average. Having so easily deceived ourselves, we as- 
sume quite naturally that others are similarly deceived 
and should look at us not as we are but as we look to our- 
selves. We flatter ourselves in our own eyes, never dream- 
ing that we have fooled no one but ourselves, and forget- 
ting that we cannot defy the law of spiritual gravitation 
—that it we fall from grace we will go down in the sight 
of God and in the esteem of those who have the Divine 
mind. Too often, too often we have saved our faces at the 
expense of our souls. 

It cannot be said the desire to save face is altogether 
evil. Love of approbation is the foundation of much that 
is good and beneficial, and the man who has no regard 
for public opinion, who cares nothing for his face, is either 
a psychopath or a dangerous character. But it becomes a 
sin when we try to save a false face, when we covet a rep- 
utation which we have not earned. Reputation is what 
people think we are; character is what we really are: and 
while reputation must be safeguarded as jealously as char- 
acter, it is but the shadow and in no sense a substitute for 
the reality. The best safeguard for any reputation is in- 
tegrity of character. 

The Bible contains some very interesting and instruc- 
tive examples of face-saving. King Saul had wilfully 
transgressed the commandment of the Lord and his sen- 
tence of rejection had just been pronounced by the fear- 





less Prophet Samuel. The king had justified himself to the 
last ditch, tried to shift the blame to the people, and when 
cornered and forced to confess, his words of penitence 
were few and formal, but his next remark illuminating: 
“Then he said, I have sinned; yet honor me now, I pray 
thee, before the elders of my people and before Israel and 
turn again with me, that I may worship the Lord thy 
God.” Rejected, condemned—yet still seeking honor of 
men, concerned about his face! 

The classical example, however, is Ahithophel, the coun- 
selor of David and later of Absalom. Two short verses 
and part of another tell the eloquent story of a man who 
had not learned humility, who valued his face above his 
life. “And the counsel of Ahithophel, which he counseled 
in those days, was as if a man had enquired at the oracle 
of God: so was all the counsel of Ahithophel both with 
David and with Absalom.” 

But there came a fall. “. .. And Absalom and all the 
men of Israel said, The counsel of Hushai the Archite is 
better than the counsel of Ahithophel.” 

And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not 
followed he saddled his ass, and arose, and gat him home 
to his house, to his city, and put his household in order, 
and hanged himself, and died, and was buried in the 
sepulcher of his father.” 

Let us ever bear in mind that in that great day when all 
our masks and shams and dissimulations shall be swept 
away and our naked souls stand before the great Judge in 
their true light, the only way to save our face is to have it 
clean, not merely an outward cleansing, but one which be- 
gins in the heart and extends outwardly through all our 
members. 

“If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let 
not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For then shalt 
thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou shalt be 
steadfast, and shalt not fear.” 





Faith 


Faith is the anchor of our hope wherever we may roam 
And, like lifebuoy, bears us up above the tossing foam. 
Faith doth no disappointment bring, no causes for regret; 
It makes us to rejoice and sing, and every care forget. 


Faith - the mountain top will bloom, and in the desert 
rear; 
It doth its strings of gladness tune when none but God is 
near. 
Faith cannot sink, whatever weight or pressure is applied, 
Because from God it emanates, a gift that doth abide. 


What power can measure Daniel’s faith when in the lions’ 
den? 
He knew that God would keep him safe, whatever might 
__ condemn, 
Faith is the rod by which we're tried, Hope the immortal 
crown 
For those who in the Truth abide, the evil life lay down. 


And Charity shall crown the whole with her eternal light, 

And all the universe control in equity and right. 

Words sang tell what Faith hath done; Eternity will 
Snow 

The crowns of victory Faith hath won by her unerring 
glow. Sel. 
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SEEK YE FIRST THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD 


HERE is a direct command from Jesus: “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness.” Here is 
an obligation that supersedes every other demand of life. 
It is the keeping of the commandments, the seeking first 
of the Kingdom of God. 

This is not done by working in a halfhearted manner, 
nor by fits and starts. The Apostle Paul said that he 
pressed toward the mark for the prize, showing that it 
required push and pressure to gain the reward offered, 
even eternal life. There is climbing to be done to reach 
the top of the Mountain of His Holiness. This can be ac- 
complished only by putting aside our ways that we think 
are right, and accepting the things that God says are 
right. 

Let us throw open the windows of our being to God’s 
light. Let it come through every opening; let the shining 
light of truth penetrate all the dark recesses and secret 
caverns; let it challenge any old established dogma or 
custom or practice, however sacred it may seem to ap- 
pear. Let it open the blind eyes and flood the darkened 
mind with light. Open wide the windows. “Be opened,” is 
the cry of every prophet and teacher sent from God. “Be 
opened! be opened!” for God has more to say to us than 
we have ever yet allowed Him to say. 

If you would seek and find true happiness, take this 
old Bible as the companion of your soul; tramp with it 
over the dusty ways of history, study its pages till you 
can say with all your heart, “I believe and know you are 
right. You are athrob with the message from God to man; 
your aspects grow brighter unto a perfect day.” 

If claiming to be a follower of Jesus, claiming that 
everlasting peace, then let us follow Him through sun- 
light and shadow, up on the hillside, down in the valley. 
If you are stronger than others, bear heavier burdens; 
if more capable than others, show it by your willingness 
to perform a larger service; then you will begin to enjoy 
life in all its fullness. 

Look back over your life last month, last week, yester- 
day, and see how much courage and strength you have 
added. Can you better explain your faith in the living 
God? Is your will more set and firm to abhor the evil and 
hold to the good? Is your determination more deeply 
rooted to walk the narrow way with Christ? Oh, you who 
are seeking for power, for place, for happiness, for con- 
tentment in the ordinary way, tarry for a moment and 
see that you are on the wrong track. Grasp this eternal 
truth, lay hold of it, and you will at once begin to find 
life in all its richness and fullness. 

If you would seek and find perfect peace, then seek the 
Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is 
near. Remember it must not be a halfway seeking. “Ye 
shall seek me and find me,” saith the Eternal God, “when 
ye shall search for me with all your heart.” To find God, 
to see God, is the end of a perfect life. Its end brings no 
regrets, its peace is eternal, its joy is supernal. 





There is no person living who isn’t capable of doing 
more than he thinks he can do. 


In Zion 


In Zion there are wonders I am longing to behold; 
Its beauties surely will my soul enthrall: 

But ere I’m ushered to the place where all its scenes un- 

fold, 

I must prove I am worthy of it all. 

I long to be where mercy, love and faithfulness combine 
To make each day one of surpassing joy; 

But if such boundless pleasures are to be forever mine 
I must for God and Truth my time employ. 


I want to see those jasper walls, those streets of shining 
gold; 
I want to see those cedars, straight and tall; 
The tree of life, whose leaves will heal the nations, as 
we're told; 
But first I must prove worthy of it all. 
I must renounce the things in which I once took great 
delight ; 
All worldly pleasures that defile the soul; 
And find my joy in doing what my Father says is right, 
The joy of Truth that makes the spirit whole. 


God offers much for little, but that little must be done 
Before the right is granted to pass through 

The pearly gates, and share eternal joys with Christ, His 

Son. 

Yes, there are certain things that we must do. 

Instead of being overcome by fashion, hate and pride, 
And other like emotions holding sway, 

We now must gain the mastery, and stem the evil tide; 
The noble precepts of our Lord obey. 


We must prepare to enter there by overcoming sin; 
By casting down each notion of our own. 

We must be pure and holy now, if we would ever win 
A crown, and see our Saviour on His throne. 

There is a battle to be fought, a race that must be run, 
And only those enduring to the end 

Will then receive the plaudit of our Lord and King, “Well 

done!” 

And with the faithful join as friend with friend. 


Were I content to settle for a mere “three score and ten,” 
Then molder in the dust for evermore 
l’d cast all thoughts of Zion to the moles and bats, and 
then 
Enjoy whate’er the world might have in store. 
But no! I want to live when Christ shall o’er the earth 
hold sway, 
Participating in that Jubilee. 
I want to dwell in Zion through a long, eternal day, 
So I will work, from sin to be made free. 
—L. L. S. 





THOUGHTS FOR TODAY 


A life without a purpose 
Is like a ship without a sail, 
And a purpose without ambition 
Is like a storm without a gale. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“I had fainted unless I had believed to see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the living” (Psalm 27: 13). 


Looking out upon a world where evil seems to have 
grown to unsolvable proportions, where tensions and 
strifes are the constant lot of all, whether nations or in- 
dividuals, where men’s hearts faint at the task of ironing 
out the innumerable impossible situations which man’s 
disobedience to Divine Law has brought upon the world, 
it would be easy to be a pessimist. It would be easy to go 
and sit under a juniper tree and, like the good Prophet 
Elijah, conclude that since the whole wide world is evil 
we might as well give up. 

The Psalmist was almost at this point, but above all the 
tangled affairs of the world, beyond all the difficulties and 
sorrows of his persona] life, he glimpsed one sure and 
certain fact: God is good. On this we too may lay hold 
with confidence. In a world where evil seems always on 
the throne, God is good; in a world where hate predomi- 
nates, God is love. His goodness shines above all earth’s 
dim shadows with power to revive the most fainting heart. 

Good men have always suffered mental agonies while 
beholding the filthy conduct of the wicked and have felt 
their helplessness to correct the condition, just as we feel 
inadequate for the task today. But like David, we cannot 
faint when we realize and believe that God is good. No 
amount of evil in the world can change that fact. David 
was therefore able to encourage others, “Fret not thyself 
because of evil doers, neither be thou envious against the 
workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like 
the grass and wither as the green herb. Trust in the Lord 
and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land and verily 
thou shalt be fed” (Ps. 37: 1—3). His reasoning was 
simple and always timely: God is good; you also do good 
and all will be well. 

This was Jesus’ philosophy. His life was regulated by 
the sublime confidence that God is a Father, full of love 
and compassion for His creatures. With this assurance 
He faced the unbelief and hatred of His own people, those 
who should have received Him joyfully, not only believing 
but knowing that all the cup which the Father bid Him 
drink was for good. 

It was His vision of the goodness of the Lord that en- 
abled Him to imitate that goodness so perfectly. And so 
with us. The more perfectly we believe to see the goodness 
of the Lord the more perfectly we respond to that good- 
ness. The goodness of God leads men to recognize and re- 
gret their own lack of goodness; it inspires them with 
the desire to be good as God is good. 

You cannot force righteousness into a man’s heart. All 
the laws in the world cannot make a man good. He may 
conform to the demands of the law outwardly, but no 
power can make him righteous inwardly unless he him- 
self wants to be. God’s goodness is the only power which 
can cause us to want to be good (Rom. 2: 4). It lights the 
spark of desire and hunger without which true righteous- 
ness is impossible. 


You cannot push, pull nor drive men into the Kingdom; 
they must be drawn. The goodness of the Lord is the at- 
tracting force. “The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, 
saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee” (Jer. 
31:3). 

Like begets like. God knew this fact as well as we, and 
He sent His Son as an example to show us what true 
goodness is. As a result, His virtue has drawn others to 
follow in His steps. His love for us begets a responsive 
love for Him. “We love him, because he first loved us” 
(I John 4: 19). 

The early church was filled with this belief in the good- 
ness of the Lord. They were overwhelmed and overflow- 
ing with the story of God’s goodness to them. They were 
filled with wonderment at the great love with which God 
loved them even when they were dead in sins (Eph. 2: 
4, 5). Realizing they had done nothing to deserve such 
love, they were eager and ready to show their apprecia- 
tion by living up to His expectations of them. They has- 
tened to put away the things which were an offense to 
His love and to extend to others the mercy and goodness 
which had been lavished upon them. They reasoned thus: 
“Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
another” and “Hereby perceive we the love of God, be- 
cause he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren” (I John 4:11; 3:16). 
And they went out and did that very thing. 

Christ, the good Samaritan, found them perishing and 
helpless in the ditch of iniquity and He was not repulsed 
by their loathsome condition, as were the priest and the 
Levite, but rescued them from their plight and gave them 
healing. They felt impelled to go and do likewise. God 
offered them great and precious rewards, to which they 
responded, “Having therefore these promises dearly be- 
loved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” 
(II Cor. 7:1). They wanted to be holy because God is 
holy; His holiness stimulated in their hearts the desire 
to be like Him. 

When men believe to see the goodness of the Lord in 
the land of the living, they are enabled to do things which 
were impossible before. The spirit of love begets a heart- 
felt obedience which the cold and unyielding demands of 
mere law could never produce. The Apostle Paul is a good 
example of this fact. When by the goodness of God his 
eyes were opened to see that goodness, it produced en- 
tirely a different sort of person than the old Saul who, as 
touching the Law was blameless. God’s goodness to him 
placed upon him such a weight of debt and gratitude that 
it could be relieved only by lifelong consecration. 

Experiencing the forgiveness of God, we are obligated 
to forgive those who trespass against us. As God had pity 
on us, we must have compassion on others (Matt. 18: 33 
—35). Knowing what endless patience the Father has 
exercised in dealing with us, gives us an incentive to show 
patience with each other. In short, because God is good 
it is easier for us to practice goodness also. Those who do 
not believe to see His goodness are helpless to accom- 
plish any goodness of their own, but with the vision of 
His perfection before us and knowing that He has placed 
every advantage in our path, we find new power to battle 
with our own imperfections and new strength to copy His 
pattern. 








Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


We read in Smith’s Bible Dictionary that before entering 
a war of aggression the Hebrews sought for the divine sanc- 
tion by consulting the Urim and the Thummim. Or some ac- 
knowledged prophet or divine aid was further sought in ac- 


tual warfare by bringing into the field the ark of the covenant. 
Is this true? 


Yes. Under the Mosaic economy the Children of Israel 
received divine guidance by consulting the Urim and the 
Thummim (light and perfection), symbolic figures in the 
high priest’s breastplate which brought an oracular re- 
sponse. See Num. 27: 21. In times of apostasy no divine 
guidance was available through this channel as in the case 
of Saul who inquired of the Lord and received no answer 
(I Sam. 28: 1—6). 

The ark of the covenant, containing the two tables of 
Law, signified to the Children of Israel the Presence of 
God. It preceded Israel in their journeyings (Num. 10: 33 
—36) ; was an essential feature in congealing the waters 
of Jordan (Josh. 3), and in leveling the walls of Jericho 
(Josh. 6:4, 7, 11). The significance which the ark had 
for the Israelites in connection with their wars is only 
the outcome of its signification as the symbol of the pres- 
ence of Jehovah, who was not at all a God of war, but 
when His people were compelled to fight was their Helper 
in the struggle. However, when Israel was losing to the 
Philistines in the time of Eli, and the ark was brought 
to the scene of contest, it was ineffective in turning the 
battle (I Sam. 4). The Philistines conquered and captured 
the ark (I Sam. 5). But the many misfortunes that over- 
took them made them think that the possession of the ark 
was destructive to them and they sent it back. The ark 
first came to Beth-shemesh, then to Kirjath-jearim. There 
it remained for many years until David, after he had 
taken possession of Mount Zion, took it there and depos- 
ited it in a tent. Solomon brought it into the the Holy of 
holies in the temple (I Kings 8: 3—8), where in all prob- 
ability it remained until the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar. 


Do the Hebrews still have the original Urim and Thummim 
and consult it as in Bible times? If so, is it divinely sent? And, 
what of the ark of the covenant? 


The high priest with the Urim and Thummim as known 
to Israel, also the ark of the covenant, were abandoned 
perforce at the Captivity; at least no further mention is 
made of them and advice given by the prophets seemed 
Israel’s reliance, and the entire Mosaic dispensation with 
the Aaronic priesthood, sacrifices, etc., was entirely re- 
moved and superseded in Christ. The entire Mosaic pat- 
tern of worship, sacrifice, and intercessorship was simply 
a figure of better things to come. Christ is the better High 
Priest in that He lives forever to make intercession for 
all who come to God by Him (Heb. 7: 25, 26). The better 
Holy of holies is heaven itself (v. 24) whither Christ has 
gone to appear in the presence of God for us. The better 
covenant is written in the heart and not on tables of 
stone (Heb. 10:16, 17). 


October 18, 1958 


CURRENT 


I have been pondering the beginning of Isaiah 63, “Who is 
this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Boz- 
rah?” We know it is referring to Christ and it would most 
certainly appear to be the time of His second advent be- 
cause of verse 4: “The year of my redeemed is come.” Why 
does He come up from the south and alone? 


All ameliorating societies are inadequate to bring about 
world unification, nor can the Church right universal 
wrongs. Christ and Christ alone has this power which He 
will exercise at His second advent. Men who will not re- 
ceive Him must be eliminated; with their blood His gar- 
ments are said to be stained. He comes from the south, the 
land of Edom or settlement of Esau who represents the 
unfaithful servants of Jehovah. Their destruction must 
be complete and thoroughgoing before Christ can estab- 
lish His Kingdom. Obadiah describes it well: “Every man 
from Mount Esau will be cut off by slaughter. For the 
violence done to your brother Jacob, shame shall cover 
you, and you shall be cut off for ever. ... For the day of 
the Lord is near upon all the nations. As you have done, 
it shall be done to you, your deeds shall return on your 
own head. ... The house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the 
house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau stubble; 
they shall burn them and consume them, and there shall 
be no survivor to the house of Esau; for the Lord has 
spoken. . . . Saviours shall go up to Mount Zion to rule 
Mount Esau; and the kingdom shall be the Lord’s” (vs. 9, 
10, 15, 18, 21, R. S. V.). 


Who is God? Is He a spirit? a person? created? 


Hebrews 1:3 answers: Christ is in the express image 
of His Father’s “person.” John 4: 24 can be made to har- 
monize by reference to the original word for “spirit” 
which is pneuma, defined in some instances “spiritual 
being,” by which the text can be reconstructed to read, 
“God is a spiritual being.” We are informed that Christ 
is seated at His Father’s right hand (Rom. 8:34; Eph. 
1:20; Heb. 10:12; 12:2). We cannot conceive that 
Christ who departed from earth a real, tangible being, is 
seated at the right hand of a spirit or apparition. Paul 
makes contrast between “celestial bodies, and bodies ter- 
restrial,” between the natural body and the spiritual body 
(I Cor. 15: 40, 44). Comprehension of the nature of the 
Supreme Ruler of the universe must be reserved for our 
immortal state in the world to come. Suffice it for us to 
know that God is eternally existent (Ps. 90: 2); that He 
is Creator of all (Job 4:17; I Pet. 4:19; Rom. 9: 20); 
and that the pure in heart shall see Him (Matt. 5: 8)— 
such a promise could not pertain to a spirit. 


Are there any promises from God or revelations indicating 
when He shall send His Son to earth as our King and Saviour? 


The promises of the Second Advent are multiple. See 
Acts 1: 11; Heb. 9: 28; Phil. 3: 20, 21; Rev. 22: 12; Matt. 
16: 27. The day and the hour are not revealed (Mark 13: 
32). The times and seasons will be known to the elect 
(I Thess. 5: 1—8). Signs of the latter days are indicated 
in Luke 21: 25—28; James 5: 1—3; II Tim. 3: 1—5. The 
parables of our Lord require that Christians live in a con- 
stant state of expectancy, preparedness, watchfulness. See 
Mark 13: 35—37; Luke 12: 35—40. 
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Cems of Life for Youth 


TRUE NOBILITY 


HERE is so much in the world that is arti- 
dt ficial, so much that glitters in borrowed 

light, that it is not strange that moral great- 
ness and nobility are often counterfeited by some 
baser metal—so much so that it is no slight task 
to discriminate rightly between the true and the 
false, and to determine wherein true nobility con- 
sists. When we carefully consider the nature of 
man we readily admit that it is in the possession 
of moral and intellectual powers that his supe- 
riority over the brute world consists. 

In the society of his fellow men man ought not 
to be rated by his possessions, by his stores of 
gold, by his office of honor or trust; these are but 
temporary and accidental advantages, and the 
next turn of fortune may tear them from his 
grasp. The light of fame, though it shines with 
ever so clear a light, is able to dispel the darkness 
of death but a little ways. The greatest characters 
of antiquity are but little known. 

The world often knows nothing of its greatest 
men. Their lives were passed in obscurity, but real 
nobility of character was theirs, and this is nearly 
always unseen and unknown. He who in tattered 
garments toils on the way may, and often does, 
possess more real nobility of spirit than he who is 
driven past in a chariot. It is the mind that makes 
the heart rich. Public martyrdom of every shade 
has popularity connected with it that will often 
bear men up to endure its trials with courage; but 
those who suffer alone, without sympathy, for 
truth or principle—those who, unnoticed by men, 
maintain their part, and in obscurity and amid 
discouragement, patiently fulfill their trust—these 
are the real heroes of the age, and the suffering 
they bear is real greatness. 

There is no true nobility except as it displays 
itself in good deeds. Nothing can make a man truly 
great but being truly good, and partaking of God’s 
holiness. That which constitutes human goodness, 
human greatness, and human nobleness is not the 
degree of enlightenment with which men pursue 
their own advantages, but it is self-forgetfulness, 
self-sacrifice, and the disregard of personal ad- 
vantages, because some other line of conduct is 
nearer right. The greatest man is he who chooses 
right with most invincible resolution; who re- 
sists the sorest temptations from within and with- 
out; who bears the heaviest burdens cheerfully; 
who is calmest in storms, and most fearless under 
menaces and frowns. 

Some persons are great only in their ability to 


do evil. Such appears to have constituted the 
greatness of many of those individuals who 
drenched the world in blood that their ambition 
might be satisfied. They may possess the most as- 
tonishing mental qualities, yet may be overruled 
for evil instead of good, because of pride, ambi- 
tion, and selfishness. But when the elements of 
character are brought into action by a determinate 
will, and influenced by high purposes, man enters 
upon, and courageously perseveres in, the path of 
duty at whatever cost of worldly interests, he may 
be said to approach the summit of his being—to 
possess true nobility of character; he is the em- 
bodiment of the highest idea of manliness. 

True nobility of spirit is always modest in ex- 
pression. The grace of an action is gone as soon 
as we are convinced that it was done only that 
third persons might applaud the act. But he who is 
truly great, and does good because it is his duty, 
is not at all anxious that others should witness his 
acts. His aim is to do good because it is right. His 
nobility does not show itself in waiting and watch- 
ing for some chance to do a great good at once. 
Greatness can only be rightly estimated when 
minuteness is justly reverenced. Greatness is the 
aggregation of minuteness. His nobility consists 
in being great in little things. All the little details 
of life are attended to, and thus the soul is pre- 
pared for great ones. There is more true nobility 
in duty faithfully done than in any one great act 
when others are looking on approvingly, and thus 
by their sympathy spur the soul to greater exer- 
tions. 

It is impossible to conceive of a truly great 
character, and not think of one imbued with the 
spirit of kindness. Nobility of spirit will not dwell 
with the haughty in manner. It delights to take 
up its abode with the generous and tenderhearted, 
those who seek to relieve the misery of others as 
they would their own. If you contrast the careers 
of Napoleon Bonaparte and Florence Nightingale, 
though one filled all Europe with the terror of his 
name, doubt not that in the scale of moral great- 
ness the latter far outweighs the former. Kindness 
is the most powerful instrument in the world to 
move men’s hearts, and a word of kindness spoken 
will often do more for the furtherance of your 
cause than any amount of angry reasoning. 

Nobility of character is within the reach of all. 
Wealth may be lost through no fault of its posses- 
sor; one may fail in his other aims; accidents of 
life may bring to naught his most patient endeav- 
ors after worldly fame or success; but he who 
strives for nobility of character will not fail of 
reward, if he but diligently seek the same by ear- 
nest resolve and patient labor. 
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